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honour from any profession.' We reckon that his plan was honest and well-calculated: all turned on the execution, of it. Doubtless it failed; yet not, we believe, from any vice inherent in itself. Nay, after all, it was no failure of external meansa but of internal, that overtook Burns. His was no bankruptcy of the purse, but of the soul; to his last day, he owed no man anything.
Meanwhile he begins well: with two good and wise actions. His donation to his mother, munificent from a man whose income had lately been seven pounds a-year, was worthy of him, and not more than worthy. Generous also, and worthy of him, was the treatment of the woman whose life's welfare now depended on his pleasure. A friendly observer might have hoped serene days for him: his mind is on the true road to peace with itself: what clearness he still wants will be given as he proceeds; for the best teacher of duties, that still lie dim to us, is the Practice of those we see and have at hand. Had the ' patrons of genius,' who could give him nothing, but taken nothing from him, at least nothing more! The wounds of his heart would have healed, vulgar ambition would have died away. Toil and Frugality would have been welcome, since Virtue dwelt with them; and Poetry would have shone through them as of old: and in her clear ethereal light, which was his own by birthright, he might have looked down on Ms-earthly destiny, and all its obstructions, not with patience only, but with love.
But the^p'atronJ of genius would not have it so. Picturesque touiists7 all manner of fashionable danglers after
3 There is one little sketch by certain ' English gentlemen' of this class, which, though adopted in Chime's Narrative, and since then repeated in most others, we have all along felt an invincible disposition to regard as imaginary: * On a rock 4 that projected into the stream, they saw a man employed in angling, of a singular 1 appearance. He had a cap made of fox-skin on Ms head, a loose greatcoat fixed